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WE CANEGO
BEYOND RECYCLING
10 ZERO WASTE.




DO WE REALLY WANT TO BE Kl
AS A THROW-AWAY SOCIET?

Beyond Recycling: Our societyOs
Zero Waste...or darn close consumption and use of products is inevitable.

But it is not inevitable that these activities result in
Recycling is a daily habit for millions of people &fifronmental devastation or mountains of waste.
a commitment for thousands of communities. Bifhste is a result of poor product design, inefficient
despite recyclingOs success, our industries argnarkets that encourage wasting, and failure to
using too many toxic materials and making MOfEcognize discards as resources.

For every garbage can placed at the curb, the equivale! . *
71 garbage cans worth of waste is created in mining, log® !

ging, agriculture, oil and gas exploration, and the industri
al processes used to convert raw materials into finished
products and packaging. This doesnOt even include tt
extra energy usage and climate change impacts resulting

from resource extraction and processing.

'1=71

disposable products and excess packaging thaf€r0 Waste seeks to redesign the
ever. The current industrial system is based on/¥ly F€SOUrces and .materlals flow
one-way flow of materials, often extracted fronfhrough society, taking a ‘whole system' approach.

pristine natural areas. These resources are usé§' Waste means drastically reducing the extrac-
make short-lived products that are destroyed ifion of new resources and reducing waste at the
landfills and incinerators, creating pollution anc®urce by designing products that are non-toxic
forever losing the value of the material. and can be reused, repaired, or recycled back into

- _ nature or back into the marketplace b and stimulat-
Communities are not recovering what could bqng the marketplace to use those materials.
recovered through recycling, but even if they were

it wouldn®t be enough to stop the destruction Gt&1i"g momentum around the world, Zero Waste
environment, natural resources, and wildlife. [t@Eers positive alternatives to how we currently use

time to go beyond recycling and deal with wasfUidwindling natural resources. Zero Waste speaks

the sourceNat the design and production stagéQ. all environmental protection concerns: air, water,
We need to reconfigure our one-way industria/SOil, and species. Zero Waste gradually replaces
system into a circular, closed-loop system, recy&}ﬂaﬁus and incinerators with sustainable enterprises
resources back into our communities and pursiiagcreate local jobs and increase community

a goal of Zero Waste. self-sufficiency.

) Taday, almost every- The Road to Zero:
_ o aete + ing i i in=ive ey Elements
Frorm I\llcl.l’lclglflg Waste to thing is technlcglly recoverable. But we rem'a.ln a = Zer/o Waste 2
Marna g in g Rasource throw-away society because taxpayer subsidies
C— C-- ~ -l:’ ~— 7~

make it cheaper to extract virgin materials thariF’:"eSt 1y Cgm:"‘r‘r;iety Wast
.. . . . . . ecovery Systenzero Waste
Communities Can pursue Zero Waste by flfSt setiegveer discarded ones. We fail to include the gRSISniies invest in asset
goal of eliminating rather than managing wasigollution and environmental destruction in thecovery systems, such as
This simple step can lead to breajfices of products. Manufacturers have little = Resource Recovery Parks, that
. i . stimulate innovation and create
throughs when resources incentive to make sustainable products and | incentives for local entrepreneurs
and the creativity of the packaging as long as they avoidNand taxpayeg process clean reusables,
. . N " lables, and tables.
community, policy-  and local government assumeRresponsibility fOr o
makers and the costs of disposing those products at the engr%ie 39'?5;;‘/”“ Sustainable
H . . ommunitie astlng
en_gmeers are their useful lives. resources wastes jobs because
redirected to develop-

Z W t t . . t ll.t removes resources from
ing solutions based on ero Waste communities require incentives, pOlig|&Serce. zero Waste helps
providing clean streams o

fand infrastructures that favor source-separatioifpcal economies become more
ndr ver f di r materials. vernm (?l{suffluent and creates
resources to local entrepreneurg. d recovery of discarded materials. GovernmgHit
Zero Waste is in the community interest

. g opportunities for civic
intervention is needed, not to manage waste, Qi4kicipation and sustainable
- . e . A i i ‘F‘T!ﬂ ent'
because it transforms a liability (waste) into an %ES%Qange the rules ar?d Otievgl the playing f"_al =
. : , at resource-conserving businesses can enjo i
(resources) that yields local economic benefits. = < 9 |0XRedesign Products. .
their natural advantages and out-compete MEVEBITE S Gl e 0
. busi products that can be safely
_ >l tesource-wasting businesses. reintroduced to commerce o
Zero Waste combines common sense practices nature.
Wlth_ a solid economu:I vision for b.usmfegs. It Oﬁ;‘-“@l VO CEI.'[I n g Z.e ro VVE!S) [e Producers Take Responsibility.
bu5|ne§§es a way tq |mprov§ their efﬂmgncy a@i rassRoois Rec yC lin g Netw ‘yf’& fr?\cturedrs ttasketr;sponcsjlblfllty
competitiveness while reducing waste disposal or their products at the end o
. . Eb @rassRoots Recvclina Network is a North useful life, creating the incentive
costs. To attain Zero Waste, industry must redesg : ycling _ O 5 design cleaner, durable and
products with a focus on the entire lifecycle ofAieerican network of waste reduction activists &B@iable products.
product, including the use of environmentally professionals dedicated to achieving a sustainglIes psidies for waste.
sustainable raw materials and product longevigconomy based on the principle of Zero WasteRredoiite policies are changed

Rather than shifting responsibility for their wastis in our efforts to get to Zero. Find out how y@lff/e 1evel so that resource-
conserving enterprlses can use

to communities and taxpayers, companies muéemmunity can become a Zero Waste commUR{EY inherent advantages to

develop reverse distribution systems to take tHyrvisiting our website at www.grrn.org or callilg:compete resource-wasting
industries.

products back for reuse. 1-706-613-7121.
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out 94% of the materials extracted for use

manufacturing durable products become
waste before the product is manufactured. S
80% of what we make is throwhn away within

six months of producti@
N Paul HawkeNaturat"Capitalis




